Take Action Today North West Briefing note

‘Take Action Today, Put Them Away’ is a campaign that aims to raise awareness of how to prevent
household poisoning among children under five years old. This programme is now being rolled out
across the North West.
Background
The first Take Action Today was launched in Birmingham and other areas of the west midlands in 2013
with great results. The programme was delivered by three Birmingham hospitals, children’s centres
and health visitors to over 40,000 families.
After the campaign the three Birmingham hospitals saw a significant reduction attendances due to
accidental poisoning. The programme has been repeated in other areas of the UK with similar results.

The programme has been delivered across 12 areas of the UK including Liverpool in the North West.

The current position in the North West
A breakdown of the data below highlights the areas where admissions for accidental poisonings are
high within the North West region.
Admissions for accidental poisoning children under five years old 2014-15 - 16-17

The Take Action Today North West Programme will be launched in January 2019 and will roll out over
the North West during the year.
The aim of the campaign is to reach as many families with under-fives as possible with a magnetic pad
that they can place on their fridge with the key messages of how to prevent accidental poisoning
among their children.
It serves as a great reminder on a day-to-day basis but also provides a handy way of engaging families
in conversation about preventing household poisoning.
Each participating area receives a supply of the magnetic pads based on the number of families with
under-fives in the area and undertakes to distribute these over the next few months. The impact of
the programme is measured through a mix of feedback from families on how the programme has
increased their awareness and changed how they store household products, along with data on
hospital admissions and (where available) attendances.
Other tools include briefing packs for those who work with families, factsheets and checklists. You can
find out more about the programme on our website at https://www.rospa.com/homesafety/advice/child-safety/household-cleaning-products/
The programme usually begins with a media launch at a venue that is accessible to families and those
who will be involved in delivering the campaign. Children’s hospitals, children’s centres and libraries
are examples of previous venues.
RoSPA would therefore like to invite you to join us in partnership to deliver the Take Action Today
programme across the North West over the next few months.
We hope that you and your organisation will be interested in participating and helping to make sure
that children across the North West are kept safe from accidental poisoning. For further information
please contact:

Jim Oram (Tech IOSH)
Public Health Project Officer
T: +44 (0) 7790776657
E: joram@rospa.com
www.rospa.com

If you would like to know more about Take Action Today Put Them Away North West please copy and
paste the form below and return to: joram@rospa.com

Yes, I am interested in participating in the North West Take Action Today programme ______
I would be interested in providing a venue for the launch event in January 2019

______

I would be interesting in providing a venue for an alternative month in 2019

______

I would be interested in attending a briefing session

______

Name
Title
Organisation
Contact details

