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Domestic Homicide Review (DHR) 
(also known as Domestic Abuse Replated Death Reviews – DARDR)
Learning Briefing for  ‘Abigail’
Executive Summary
This briefing provides a high-level overview of learning from a Domestic Homicide Review (DHR) relating to Abigail. Due to the complexities and sensitivities of the case, the full report will not be published.
This document shares key learning to support improved safeguarding practice across Salford, focusing on agency responses, systemic challenges, and opportunities for change.
The review was independently chaired and authored, and the final report was signed off by the Home Office in line with statutory guidance (February 2026).
What Happened
Abigail was murdered by a former partner. Due to the presence of young children and the sensitive nature of this review, further details about the circumstances are not being shared.
Despite this, the Salford Community Safety Partnership considers it essential that key learning from this review is made available to improve future safeguarding practice.
Understanding Cultural Contexts & Domestic Abuse
Learning
Cultural background, migration history, faith, gender roles, and community norms can significantly influence how domestic abuse is understood, experienced, and disclosed.
Implications for Practice
· Explore cultural context sensitively in all assessments
· Ask open questions about relationships, safety, and support networks
· Recognise that cultural expectations may increase risk, particularly around separation
· Be aware that some communities may mistrust statutory services
Resources available in Salford
· Safe in Salford – culturally informed domestic abuse services.
· Olive Pathway – specialist support for Black and minoritised women.
· Black Church Domestic Abuse Forum (BCDAF) – training for faith leaders, cultural insight.
Think Family: Impact of Domestic Abuse on Adults and Children
Learning
Domestic abuse impacts the whole family. Adults and children are both victims in their own right and should be afforded equal consideration in assessment, intervention, and safety planning. Children living with domestic abuse can experience significant harm to their emotional wellbeing, development, behaviour, and sense of safety, even where they are not directly targeted. Likewise, the needs, risks, and resilience of the adult victim must be fully understood. Effective practice requires a whole-family approach that recognises the interconnected experiences of adults and children.
Practice Expectations
· Adopt a whole-family (“Think Family”) approach in all assessments
· Recognise domestic abuse as a safeguarding concern for both adults and children
· Consider the lived experience of each family member, including the adult victim and all children
· See and speak to children wherever possible, and understand their voice and experiences
· Assess the impact of abuse on children’s emotional wellbeing and development alongside adult risk
· Ensure safety planning addresses the needs and risks of both adults and children
· Work in partnership across adult and children’s services to provide a coordinated response
Resources available in Salford 
· Local Resources regarding Think Family can be found here
· Think Family | Partners in Salford


Professional Curiosity
Learning
Professional curiosity is not consistently embedded in practice. Opportunities to identify and respond to risk are missed when practitioners accept information at face value, fail to explore concerns, or do not triangulate information across agencies.
Good Practice Principles
· Be respectfully inquisitive and ask follow-up questions
· Verify information where risk may be present
· Consider historical information, not just current presentation
· Explore relationships, household dynamics, and behavioural changes
· Escalate uncertainty through supervision
Resources available in Salford
· Professional Curiosity | Partners in Salford  – local resources to explore how practitioners can be more aware of professional curiosity.
Multi‑Agency Information Sharing
Learning
Risk-related information is often held across multiple agencies, leading to missed opportunities to identify and respond to harm.
Practice Expectations
· Share relevant information early and proactively
· Clarify roles and responsibilities across agencies
· Ensure shared understanding of risk management plans
· Use supervision to test whether additional information is needed
Resources available in Salford
· MARAC (Multi‑Agency Risk Assessment Conference) - Domestic Abuse | Salford Safeguarding Adults Board
· Seven Golden Rules for Information Sharing - Information Sharing and Confidentiality | Salford Safeguarding Adults Board – remembering if there are concerns for safety you don’t need consent.  
Risk at the Point of Separation
Learning
Separation is a significant risk period. The point of separation and the 12 months following are associated with an increased risk of serious harm and homicide. Stalking, monitoring behaviour, and harassment further elevate this risk.
Practice Expectations
· Treat post-separation abuse as high risk.
· Ask about unwanted contact, surveillance, coercion, and fear.
· Reinforce that separation does not reduce risk.
· Ensure robust safety planning, including for children.
Importance of timely and accurate Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS)
disclosures and understanding post-separation abuse (this is often referred to a Clare’s
Law). This scheme gives individuals the “Right to Ask” the police whether their current or
former partner has a history of violence or abuse. If the police believe that sharing this
information will help protect the person from harm, they can disclose relevant details.

There are two parts to DVDS:
· Right to Ask – Anyone can request information about a partner’s history.
· Right to Know – Police can proactively disclose information if they believe someone is at risk.

The aim is to help people make informed decisions about their relationships and help to 
keep people safe. Applications for Clares Law should be considered and promoted; click
the link for further information - Clare's Law | Salford Safeguarding Adults Board

Resources available in Salford
· Safe in Salford (IDVA service for high‑risk victims) - Safe in Salford - Domestic abuse support in Salford

Working with Faith Settings
Learning
Many victims disclose abuse first within faith communities rather than to statutory services. Faith settings may lack training, policies, and awareness of safeguarding pathways.
Practice Guidance
· Encourage faith organisations to develop domestic abuse policies
· Promote clear referral pathways into specialist services
· Strengthen partnerships between faith settings and DA services
· Raise awareness of Clare’s Law within faith communities

Immigration, Housing & Complex Social Situations
Learning
Immigration status, housing insecurity, and relocation can increase vulnerability and create barriers to accessing support. Practitioners may lack confidence in navigating immigration-related processes.
Practice Expectations
· Recognise that immigration status can heighten risk and isolation
· Ask about immigration history and support networks
· Consider the impact of relocation and reduced support systems
· Seek specialist advice where required
Resources available in Salford and Nationally 
· Home Office guidance on immigration and safeguarding 
· Greater Manchester Immigration Aid Unit
· Safety4Sisters North West | Fighting for migrant women’s rights
· FLOWS | Finding Legal Options for Women Survivors
· Home | Rights of Women

· NRPF Network – advice on support for individuals with no recourse to public funds 
· Local authority legal or safeguarding leads 
· Specialist organisations supporting migrant victims of domestic abuse

Supporting Community Awareness
Learning
Communities may not recognise the signs of domestic abuse, may not report concerns, or may assume that separation equates to safety.

For information on domestic abuse, including available support and services, please click here.

Practice Opportunities
· Raise awareness of signs of domestic abuse
· Highlight risks associated with stalking and post-separation abuse
· Promote understanding of Clare’s Law
· Encourage reporting, including anonymously
· Signpost to available support services

Summary: What Salford Professionals Should Take Forward
1. Always apply professional curiosity – ask, explore, verify.
2. Recognise the heightened risks around separation and stalking.
3. Embed cultural competence into all Domestic Abuse practice.
4. Strengthen multi‑agency working – share risk information early.
5. Support faith settings, who often receive disclosures first.
6. Understand how immigration, insecure housing and relocation increase vulnerability.
7. Empower communities to recognise and report abuse sooner.

Salford Public‑Facing Resources
· Safe in Salford website – how to help a friend/neighbour.
· GMP LiveChat / 101 – reporting concerns.
· National Domestic Abuse Helpline (24/7)
· Respect Helpline – for perpetrators seeking to change.
Additional Resources for Salford Workforce
For further information about Domestic Abuse visit Domestic Abuse | Salford Safeguarding Adults Board
Domestic abuse toolkit | Salford Safeguarding Children Partnership
For information about Clares Law and how to refer visit Clare's Law | Salford Safeguarding Adults Board
‘Safe in Salford’ Domestic Abuse Support Service Resources for Domestic abuse Professionals in Salford - Safe in Salford
Salford City Council Webpage – public facing - Domestic abuse•Salford City Council

This briefing is intended to support learning and improve professional practice across Salford so please share. It should be used alongside local procedures, safeguarding guidance, and professional judgement.

For further information please visit:
Domestic Abuse Related Death Reviews (DARDRs) | Partners in Salford
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